From Instrumental to Mission

In trying to engage students in the classroom and get them excited, and to encourage teachers to incorporate the technologies students encounter on a daily basis, schools are presenting the opportunity to bring in specialists to facilitate how teachers can incorporate 21st century technology into lessons that are engaging and exciting.  Would educators be willing to undergo training in technology for the good of the class and the lesson?  The tricky part of providing training in this area, like any other part of education is the funding.  However, there are companies who also share the vision of having students prepared for the 21st century job market and will contribute or provide grants for the training.  With the technology at hand today, those schools without available funding can still have insight into the technology that can influence learning.  Distance learning and online tutorials are ways to get around funding, and make learning accessible for everyone.

Question:  Would teachers want to incorporate student technology or classroom technology in order to engage students in learning?

Responses:

Yes: making a lesson interesting and engaging with any tool, in this case technology, is the best way to get students excited in the lesson, while also exploring 21st century training.  By using technology that students can relate to, students may take ownership of their own learning. 

Maybe:  incorporating technology may engage the students, but there must be a way to monitor how the students are using the technology.  Also, a teacher should work in the technology when applicable, not just for the sake of doing it.  The teachers also need to be exposed to how to implement this technology.
No:  teachers may not want to deal with the possibility of technical problems with the technology, or may feel they do not know enough on how to incorporate it into the daily lessons. 

